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DAOHONG ZHOU, MD, serves as the associate director for translation and drug development 
and the Henry E. Innes Professorship of Cancer Research at the UF Health  
Cancer Center. He is a professor in the department of pharmacodynamics at the UF College of 
Pharmacy and a professor in the departments of radiation oncology and anatomy and cell biology 
at the UF College of Medicine. 

Dr. Zhou received his medical and graduate training from Yunyany Medical College of Tongji 
Medical University and Henan Medical University, respectively. He received his postdoctoral 
training at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Before he joined UF in 2018, he was a 
professor of pharmaceutical sciences and the deputy director of the division of radiation health at 
the College of Pharmacy and the associate director for basic research at the Winthrop P. Rockefeller 
Cancer Institute in the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Dr. Zhou has published more than 110 peer reviewed scientific articles and book chapters. His 
research has been well supported by grants from various private and government funding 
agencies, including the National Cancer Institute and National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Disease. He serves on several national and international peer review panels and as a reviewer for 
various scientific publications. He was a regular member of the Radiation Therapeutics and Biology 
Study Section at the National Institutes of Health and a councilor of the Radiation Research 
Society. He co-founded Unity Biotechnology, a biotech that develops senolytic drugs for aging and 
age-related diseases, and Dialectic Therapeutics, a biotech that develops new anticancer drugs.

Dr. Zhou’s research has been focused on investigation of the long-term effects of genotoxic stress/
DNA damage induced by ionizing radiation (IR) and chemotherapy on hematopoietic stem cell 
(HSC) self-renewal and genomic stability; and the role of HSC injury in IR- and chemotherapy-
induced long-term bone marrow suppression and leukemogenesis. His studies have led to a better 
understanding of the cellular and molecular mechanisms by which IR and chemotherapy cause 
normal tissue damage and the discovery of the first potent and broad-spectrum senolytic drug.

More recently, he developed several proteolysis targeting chimeras (PROTACs) that can target Bcl-
xl and other proteins of interest for degradation via the ubiquitination and proteasome system.  
Using the PROTAC drug development platform, he is developing additional specific antitumor 
agents.
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